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Notes on the Taxonomic Status of Cerceris tepaneca 
Saussure and C. sextoides Banks 
(Hymenoptera: Sphecidae) 

Herman A. Scullen 2 

Through the kindness of Dr. Max Fischer of the Xaturhistorisches 
Museum of Wien, Austria, the writer has been able to restudy the lectotype 
of Cerceris tepaneca Saussure and to compare it with type material of 
Cerceris sextoides Banks and the various subspecies of C. elypeata Dahlbom 
as recognized by the writer (Scullen, 1965, pp. 469 to 476). It is the 
present conclusion of the writer that C. tepaneca Saussure is a subspecies 
of C. elypeata Dahlbom with a distinctive color pattern on the abdomen 
which separates it from the nominate subspecies and other subspecies of the 
eastern United States. C. elypeata tepaneca Saussure is a color form not 
uncommon in south central Mexico. C. sextoides Banks was erroneously 
reduced as a synonym of C. tepaneca Saussure by the writer (Scullen, 196a, 
p. 509) and should be recognized as a valid species, C. sextoides Banks is 
a much larger species and has not been taken in south central Mexico. 
C. eitryniele Banks is correctly placed as a synonym of sextoides. 

Both sexes of C. elypeata tepaneca Saussure are distinguished from the 
other subspecies of C. elypeata Dahlbom by having the yellow bands of 
the more distal abdominal tergites greatly enlarged. The corresponding 
bands on other recognized subspecies are reduced to narrow lines or are 
eliminated entirely. 

The corrected synonymy of C. elypeata tepaneca Saussure and C. se. r- 
toides Banks is as follows: 

Cerceris elypeata tepaneca Saussure, NEW STATUS 

Cerceris tepaneca Saussure, 1867, p. 90. — Schletterer, 1887, p. 504. Cam- 
eron, 1890, ]). 125, Tab. 8, figs. 6, 6a, 6b, 6c. — Dalla Torre, C. G., 1897. 
p. 478. — Ashmead, 1899. p. 296. — Scullen, 1961, p. 48, in part. 

Cerceris sextoides Banks 

Cerceris sextoides Banks, 1947, p. 10. — Scullen, 1951, p. 1010. 

Cerceris eitryniele Banks, 1947. pp. 1D12 

Cerceris tepaneca Scullen, 1961. p. 48, in part; 1965, pp. 509-511, figs. 96. 
176a, b, c. 



1 Accepted for publication June 4, 1969. 
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